there would be no encouragement to acquire wealth, because a family could not be founded there; or if it were acquired, it must be carried away to another country where land may be bought. And although the land in every country will remain the same, and be as fertile where there is no money, as where there is, yet all that portion of the happiness of civil life, which is produced by money circulating in a country, would be lost.' BOSWELL. 'Then, Sir, would it be for the advantage of a country that all its lands were sold at once?1 JOHNSON. 'So far, Sir, as money produces good, it would be an advantage; for, then that country would have as much money circulating in it as it is worth. But to be sure this would be counterbalanced by disadvantages attending a total change of proprietors.'
I expressed my opinion that the power of entailing should be limited thus: ' That there should be one third, or perhaps one half of the land of a country kept free for commerce ; that the proportion allowed to be entailed, should be parcelled out so that no family could entail above a certain quantity. Let a family according to the abilities of its representatives, be richer or poorer in different generations, or always rich if its representatives be always wise: but let its absolute permanency be moderate. In this way we should be certain of there being always a number of established roots ; and as in the course of nature, there is in every age an extinction of some families, there would be continual openings for men ambitious of perpetuity, to plant a stock in the entail ground'.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, mankind will be better able to regulate the system of entails, when the evil of too much land being locked up by them is felt, than we can do at present when it is not felt.1
I   mentioned Dr. Adam Smith's book   on   The   Wealth of
1 The privilege of perpetuating in     dependent on the royal prerogative,
a family an estate and arms indefeas-     It seems absurd to permit the power
ibly from generation to generation, is     of perpetuating their representation,
enjoyed by none  of his  Majesty's     to men, who having had no eminent
subjects except in  Scotland, where     merit, have truly no   name.     The
the legal fiction of fine and recovery     King, as the impartial father of his
is  unknown.    It is  a privilege so     people, would never refuse to grant
proud, that I should think it would     the privilege to those who deserved
be proper to have the exercise of it     it.   BOSWELL.
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